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Today, many Americans across the United States will pause to remember the sacrifices and service
of those who were prisoners of war (POW), as well as those who are missing in action (MIA), and the
families who love them and long for their safe return. 

Today, we'll take in the National League of Families’ POW/MIA flag with a new reverence,
remembering that it flies for those who were imprisoned while serving in conflicts and for those who
remain missing.

Today, we pause with their families as a national community, and remember the sacrifices of our
American heroes. 

Today, we say thank you.
  

 

History of the POW/MIA Flag
 

 
 
 



The flag that represents America’s missing and imprisoned warriors was
commissioned by the wife of a MIA serviceman and designed by the father of a
Marine who fought, but was never captured himself, in Vietnam.

Newt Heisley's flag design features a silhouette of a young man, based on his son,
who was medically discharged from the military. As Mr Heisley looked at his
returning son’s gaunt features, he imagined what life was for those behind barbed
wire fences on foreign shores. He then sketched the profile of his son as the new
flag's design was created in his mind.

The iconic image of the man’s silhouette against a backdrop of a guard tower
and barbed wire, with the powerful words, “You are not forgotten,” has come to
represent our commitment – and obligation – to bring all our troops home.
 
  

Missing Man Table

  
A place of honor in some dining facilities of the U.S. armed forces in memory of
fallen, missing, or imprisoned military service-members, the missing man table can
be set for one or six, representing members of the five armed services - Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard - and a sixth place setting
reminiscent of the civilians who died during service alongside the armed forces or
missing during armed conflict.

When presented in a dining-in or service ball, a narration given to the audience
explains the symbolism of each item.
   
Table Set for one, is small, and symbolizes the frailty of the isolated prisoner. The
table is usually set close to, or within sight of, the entrance to the dining room. The
table is round to represent everlasting concern on the part of the survivors for their
missing loved ones.

Tablecloth is white, symbolic of the purity of their intentions to respond to their
country’s call to arms.



Single red rose in the vase, signifies the blood that many have shed in sacrifice to
ensure the freedom of our beloved United States of America. This rose also
reminds us of the family and friends of our missing comrades who keep the faith,
while awaiting their return.

Yellow ribbon on the vase represents the yellow ribbons worn on the lapels of the
thousands who demand with unyielding determination a proper accounting of
our comrades who are not among us tonight.

Slice of lemon on the bread plate: represents the bitter fate of the missing.

Salt sprinkled on the bread plate: symbolic of the countless fallen tears of families
as they wait.

Inverted glass: represents the fact that the missing and fallen cannot partake.

Lit candle: reminiscent of the light of hope which lives in our hearts to illuminate
their way home, away from their captors, to the open arms of a grateful nation.

Empty chair: the missing and fallen aren't present.
 

 Show Your Support & Remembrance this Veterans Day

  
Thanks again & may your weekend be filled with Pride, Honor, Remembrance &
Tradition.
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